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The Ohio Miami Valley Chapter of the Society for Neuroscience (OMV-SfN) is grateful to the Grass Foundation and the Society for Neuroscience for the support of a Grass Traveling Scientist Award in 2005.  This award supported the visit of Pat R. Levitt, Ph.D., to the chapter’s annual scientific meeting held at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio on May 10, 2005.  Dr. Levitt is Professor and Director of the

Kennedy Center for Research on Human Development at

Vanderbilt University.


The topic of Dr. Levitt’s Grass Lecture was "Cortical Interneurons and Neurodevelopmental Disorders."  This topic combined Dr. Levitt’s latest research findings about cortical interneurons within a broadly conceived overview of neurodevelopmental disorders that was meaningful to multiple disciplines (including clinical and basic sciences) represented in the audience.

The Grass Lecture was open to the Wright State University community and the general public, as well as to OMV-SfN registrants.  More than 120 people attended the lecture.  Among OMV-SfN registrants were 29 faculty, 24 post-doctoral fellows and other staff, and 45 students. 

Dr. Levitt’s Grass Lecture was the centerpiece of OMV-SfN’s second annual Neuroscience Day, a scientific meeting which was free to current OMV-SfN members.   Following the Grass Lecture, Dr. Levitt participated in a small-group session with students.  Faculty attended a concurrent session featuring scientific presentations by investigators at OMV-SfN’s sponsoring institutions (Miami University, the University of Cincinnati, and Wright State University), and were joined in that session by Dr Levitt. Speakers and presentation topics are available at: 
http://www.med.wright.edu/cbr/omv_sfn/2005/neuro05.html#program

Neuroscience Day concluded with a poster session and reception where student and faculty investigators from sponsoring institutions presented 48 scientific posters.  Dr. Levitt attended the poster session and continued to participate in discussions with students and faculty.  A complete list of poster presenters and titles is available at: 
http://www.med.wright.edu/cbr/omv_sfn/2005/neuro05_posters.html
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Pat R. Levitt, Ph.D.

Professor and Director,

Kennedy Center for Research on Human Development

Vanderbilt University

Date:
Tuesday, May 10, 2005
Title of Lecture:

"Cortical Interneurons and Neurodevelopmental Disorders."

Attendance:

More than 120 people attended the lecture.  Among OMV-SfN registrants were 29 faculty, 24 post-doctoral fellows and other staff, and 45 students. 

Institutions and Departments Represented:  

Miami University: Neuroscience Center, Departments of Psychology and Zoology

University of Cincinnati: Neuroscience Ph.D. Program, Departments of Psychiatry, Neurology, Neurosurgery, Psychology, Cell Biology, Neurobiology and Anatomy, Genome Science, Pharmacology and Physiology; Children’s Hospital of Cincinnati Research Center, Developmental Biology Graduate program

University of Dayton: Department of Philosophy

Wright State University: Center for Brain Research, Departments of Anatomy and Physiology, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Pathology, Pharmacology and Toxicology,  Psychiatry, Psychology, Biomedical Sciences Ph.D. Program, and the Wallace-Kettering Neuroscience Institute at Kettering Medical Center .

Publicity:

9 e-mail announcements  sent to chapter members using the OMV-SfN listserv

Flyers distributed to all participating departments and laboratories at sponsoring institutions 

E-mail announcements to WSU and WSU School of Medicine faculty listservs

OMV-SfN  website:
http://www.med.wright.edu/cbr/omv_sfn/index.html 

News release distributed to regional media by WSU School of Medicine Office of Public Relations:

http://www.med.wright.edu/whatsnew/newsreleases/archive/2005/neuroscience05.html
Additional Comments:
The overall reaction of all participants was extremely positive. Dr Levitt’s presentation had broad appeal and impact. He offered sufficient background so the audience, regardless of their research interests, could easily follow the talk. Dr Levitt engaged students well throughout the day.

Having a keynote speaker is absolutely vital to the success of the meeting and therefore, to achieving our goals of fostering interaction among the neuroscientists in the Ohio Miami Valley.  The speaker is a major focal point of the meeting so many of the
other activities revolve around the presentation.  Having a renowned speaker is also important to ensure continued high levels of attendance at this meeting. The Grass Traveling Scientist Program has been of enormous benefit to our fledgling chapter and is much appreciated.


